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SUB J : NOMINATION OF MINISTER OF LABOR FOR INVITATIONAL TRAVEL 

REF: LISBON 1799 AND 1670 

1. EMBASSY NOMINATES MINISTER OF LABOR MAJOR JOSE INACIO DA 
COSTA MARTINS FOR LEADER GRANT TRAVEL. MAJOR MARTINS HAS 
CONSISTENTLY OCCUPIED TOP-LEVEL POLICY POSITIONS SINCE APRIL 25 
REVOLUTION. HE HAS BEEN MINISTER OF LABOR IN THE SECOND, 

THIRD, AND FOURTH PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENTS, IS A MEMBER OF THE 
REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL, AND A MEMBER OF THE COORDINATING COMMITTEE 
OF THE ARMED FORCES MOVEMENT. 

2. COSTA MARTINS HAS INDICATED THAT HE WOULD BE ABLE TO ACCEPT 
AN INVITATION TO VISIT THE UNITED STATES DURING THE FIRST TWO 
WEEKS OF MAY. HE INDICATED THAT HE MIGHT BE ABLE TO BRING WITH 
HIM A DELEGATION OF OTHER AFM OFFICERS. 

3. EMBASSY RECOMMENDS PROMPT APPROVAL OF INVITATIONAL 
TRAVEL GRANT TO COSTA MARTINS. EMBASSY BELIEVES THIS BID FOR 
TRAVEL TO US OFFERS OPPORTUNITY TO ESTABLISH CONTACTS WITH SIGNI- 
FICANT ARMED FORCES MOVEMENT (AFM) LEADER. 

4. MAJ. COSTA MARTINS WAS BORN JULY 1, 1938 IN MESSINES, SILVES, 

IN THE PORTUGUESE ALGARVE; WAS SELECTED FOR SPECIAL COURSE FOR 
ENLISTED MEN AT MILITARY ACADEMY IN 1964; PROMOTED TO SECOND 
LIEUTENANT IN 1965; SERVED IN ANGOLA FROM 1965-69 AND IS HIGHLY 
REGARDED BY AFM LEADERSHIP. AS MINISTER OF LABOR. COSTA MARTINS 
HAS BEEN SPOTTY ADMINISTRATOR WHO IS SOMETIMES MANIPULATED BY 
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LABOR PROBLEMS, HIS ATTRACTIVE APPEARANCE, AND HIS FLAIR FOR 
PUBLICITY, HAVE MADE HIM A POPULAR FAVORITE. MINISTER HAS 
PROVEN HIS ABILITY TO REMAIN AT TOP LEVELS OF AFM LEADERSHIP 
DESPITE FACT THAT MANY OF OUR CONTACTS DESCRIBE HIM AS AN 
INTELLECTUAL LIGHTWEIGHT. 

5. COSTA MARTINS VISITED THE SOVIET UNION IN LATE MARCH AND 
HAD A THREE-HOUR MEETING WITH KOSYGIN. EARLIER IN MARCH, 

HE MET WITH SWEDISH PRIME MINISTER OLOF PALME AND HIS FOREIGN 
MINISTER. HE ALSO STOPPED BRIEFLY IN THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

6. VISIT SHOULD INCLUDE HIGH-LEVEL CONTACTS AND PUBLIC EXPOSURE. 
MINISTER COSTA MARTINS TOLD DAO CONTACT THAT HE WISHES 

TO TELL PRESIDENT FORD SOME OF THE THINGS CHAIRMAN KOSYGIN TOLD 
HIM DURING THEIR MEETING. (COMMENT: EMBASSY HAS NOT RPT. NOT 
ENCOURAGED COSTA MARTINS IN THINKING THAT HE WILL BE RECEIVED 
BY THE PRESIDENT.) 

7. MINISTER COSTA MARTINS INDICATED THAT HE HOPED TO BE INVITED 
BY SECRETARY OF LABOR DUNLOP. IN VIEW OF HIGH-LEVEL TREATMENT 
RECEIVED IN SOVIET UNION AND SWEDEN, EMBASSY RECOMMENDS THAT 
PERSONAL NOTE OF INVITATION FROM DUNLOP BE ARRANGED. 

8. MINISTER'S VISIT WOULD ALSO PROVIDE OPPORTUNITY TO BRING 
DELEGATION OF OTHER MINISTRY OF LABOR AND AFM OFFICIALS TO THE 
US. SUGGEST INVITATION INCLUDE PROVISION FOR FIVE ACCOMPANYING 
PERSONS TO BE NOMINATED SEPARATELY. 

9. POST CLEARANCE GRANTED. CATEGORY A PER DIEM RECOMMENDED. 
BIOGRAPHIC UPDATE FOLLOWS TELEGRAPHICALLY. 
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